FAMILY TENDENCIES — LOVE ASPECTS
of a far more temporary and evanescent character. It is true,
as we have seen, that as development proceeds the affection
felt towards the parents is to some extent displaced on to
other persons, but nevertheless, in the normal course of events,
a large portion of this affection remains throughout early life
fixated on its original object. Moreover as regards this fixation
of affection on the parents (provided only no sensual element
be too apparent), the individual meets as a rule with every
encouragement and sign of approval from those about him, not
with the disapprobation or ridicule which he often encounters
when his affections are directed elsewhere. The sentiment of
parent love has therefore the support of moral sanction in a
way enjoyed by few, if any, other sentiments of love that may
be formed in early life.
We see therefore that both as regards priority of formation
and as regards duration, vigour and continuity of function
throughout the all important period of development, parent
love normally occupies an almost unique place among the
sentiments—a place which renders to some extent intelligible
the importance of the rdle it plays in human life.
(9) Finally, the tendency to incestuous direction of affection, The tendency
having once been brought into existence, has no doubt been {jj-o^h? ^t
strengthened and consolidated by the actual practice of incest is strengthened
that has pretty certainly occurred on a wide scale among certain ^ tradition
races and at certain levels of developmentl.
1 We have already (p. 90) given certain examples of that most common
form of incest, the connection of brother and sister. We may here refer
briefly to a few further instances, more especially to those in which there
occurs the more intimate connection between parents and children. Such
instances would seem to have been observed with especial frequency
among the Indians of North America. Thus Samuel Hearne, writing in 1795,
tells us of the Chippewayans that " it is notoriously known that many of
them cohabit occasionally with their own mothers and frequently espouse
their sisters and daughters. I have known several of them who, after having
lived in that state with their daughters, have given them to then* sons and
all parties have been perfectly reconciled to it" ("Journey to the. Northern
Ocean," 1795, 130). Eighty years later Bancroft tells us much the same of
the Kadiaks ("The Native Races of the Pacific States of North America,"
1875, I, 81). An observer of about the same period writes concerning the
eastern tribes of the Tinnehs that " instances of men united to their mothers,
their sisters or their daughters are far from rare. I have heard among them
of two sons keeping their mother as a common wife, of another wedded
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